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1 . SUMMARY: EMBOFFS DISCUSSED GOA'S PLANS FOR AN OMEGA STATION 
WITH MESSRS. JACOBE AND WILLOUGHBY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR- 
TATION ON AUGUST 30. JACOBE AND WILLOUGHBY BELIEVE PROB- 
LEMS SURROUNDING OMEGA CAN BE OVERCOME. THE EMBASSY IS NOT AS 
OPTIMISTIC. END SUMMARY. 

2. JACOBE AND WILLOUGHBY SAID GOA WILL SEND AT LEAST ONE 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE OMEGA TECHNICAL COFERENCE IN BERGEN 
AND PLANNED TO HAVE HIM STOP OVER IN WASHINGTON FOR TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSIONS AFTER THE BERGEN MEETING. THEY THEN HOPED 

TO HAVE A US TEAM VISIT CANBERRA SOMETIME IN NOVEMBER TO 
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NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT FOR THE AUSTRALIAN OMEGA STATION. 
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3. WILLOUGHBY GAVE US A TECHNICAL BRIEFING ON POSSIBLE 
OMEGA SITES IN AUSTRALIA. IT APPEARED THAT THE GOA 
WOULD PREFER THAT THE STATION BE SITED ON MACQUARIE 
ISLAND AS THIS WOULD ENABLE THE SYSTEM TO PROVIDE A 
SIGNAL WHICH WOULD COVER THE BASS STRAIT AS WELL AS 
THE APPROACHES TO MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY. A SITE IN 
SOUTHERN TASMANIA WAS THEIR SECOND OPTION AND A SITE 
IN THE MURRAY RIVER VALLEY APPEARED TO BE THEIR LAST 
CHOICE. BOTH WILLOUGHBY AND JACOBE EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT THE COST OF SITING AN OMEGA STATION ON MACQUARIE 
ISLAND MIGHT BE PROHIBITIVE AS IT WOULD COST ABOUT 
THREE TIMES AS MUCH TO BUILD A STATION THERE. 

4. BOTH MEN ALSO NOTED THAT THE SIGNALS FROM THE 
ARGENTINA STATION WERE NOT RELIABLE IN AUSTRALIA AND 
THAT THE SIGNALS FROM THE JAPANESE STATION COULD BE 
RECEIVED IN AUSTARLIA ONLY AT NIGHT. THEY IMPLIED THAT 
THIS PREVIOUSLY UNANTICIPATED SITUATION INCREASES THE 
IMPORTANCE OFHAVING AS SOUTHERLY A LOCATION AS POSSIBLE 
AND ARGUES IN FAVOR OF A MACQUARIE ISLAND SITE. 

5. JACOBE INDICATED THAT THE GOA FACED BOTH POLITICAL 
AND UNION PROBLEMS IN CONNECTION WITH OMEGA. HE POINTED 

OUT, -AS WE WERE ALREADY AWARE. THE PREMIER OF TASMANIA OPPOSED 
CONSTRUCTION OF AN OMEGA STATION IN TASMANIA, AND MACQUARIE 
ISLAND WAS NOT ONLY A PART OF TASMANIA BUT A STATE PARK AS 
WELL. JACOBE SAID THAT MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION NIXON 
HAD INDICATED THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT TRY TO 
FORCE AN OMEGA STATION ON THE TASMANIA STATE GOVERNMENT, 

BUT THAT HE (JACOBE) HOPED THAT THE PREMIER, MR. NEILSON, 

WOULD RECONDIDER HIS POSITION AFTER HE HAD BEEN BRIEFED 
ON THE PURPOSES OF THE OMEGA SYSTEM. 

6. ON THE TRADE UNION SIDE, JACOBE NOTED THAT THE 

GOA ALWAYS HASD SOME DIFFICULTIES WITH THE TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT ON ISSUES OF THIS NATURE. HE PLANNED TO AP- 
PROACH CHARLES FITZGIBBONS, THE FEDERAL SECRETARY OF 
THE WATERSIDE WORKERS FEDERATION AND ONE OF THE VICE 
PRESIDENTS OF THE ACTU, TO DISCUSS OMEGA WITH HIM. 
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HE THOUGHT THAT WITH FITZGIBBON’S HELP LABOR OPPOSITION 
TO OMEGA COULD BE CONTAINED AND THE PROJECT COULD PROCEED. 

7. EMBOFFS NOTED THAT TWO OF THE UNIONS WHICH OPPOSED 
OMEGA WERE COMMUNIST-LED AND ASKED HOW JACOBE COULD 
ASSUME THAT COMMUNIST LABOR LEADERS WOULD CHANGE THEIR 
MIND ON OMEGA. JACOBE RESPONED THAT THE ONLY TRADE 
UNION LEADER HE KNEW WAS FITZGIBBONS WHO HAD BEEN HELP- 
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FUL IN SOLVING SIMILAR PROBLEMS IN THE PAST. 

8. EMBOFF THEN ASKED WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF SEVERAL KEY 
UNIONS IMPOSED A BLACK BAN ON OMEGA. IACOBE SAID THAT 
IF THIS OCCURRED THE MATTER WOULD BE REFERRED TO THE 
CABINET FOR A POLITICAL DECISION. HE WENT ON TO SAY 
THAT THE GOA WOULD DISCUSS OMEGA WITH PREMIER NEILSON 
AND THE TRADE UNIONISTS IN TERMS OF A TASMANIAN OR 
MAINLAND SITE, AND HOLD THE PROSPECT OF A MACQUARIE 
ISLAND SITE AS A LAST RESORT FOR TACKTCAL REASONS EVEN 
THOUGH HE FELT IT WAS TECHNICALLY THE BEST SITE. 

9. COMMENT: IACOBE IS AN EXPERIENCE CIVIL SERVANT 
WITH SOME EXPERIENCE IN DEALING WITH AUSTRALIAN POLI- 
TICIANS AND TRADE UNIONISTS. WE HOPE HIS ASSESSMENT 
OF THE SITUATION IS CORRECT AND THAT CONSTRUCTION CAN 
PROCEED. AT THE MOMENT, HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE THAT BOTH 
PREMIER NEILSON AND COMMUNIST TRADE UNIONISTS, ESPECIALLY 
MESSRS. GALLAGHER AND CLANCY, ARE UNLIKELY TO CHANGE 
THEIR MINGS ON OMEGA. THIS BEING THE CASE, WE BELIEVE 
THERE ARE STILL SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES IN A SUCCESSFUL 
CONCLUSION TO THE MATTER. 

HARGROVE 
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